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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Thank you! | feel so blessed to be a part of this
congregation. And on Wednesday, Sept. 21% |
came to see how blessed | truly am. On that
evening, as the Wednesday evening
confirmation class came to a conclusion,
unbeknownst to me, a large group of the
members of St. Paul’s were gathering in the
Fellowship Hall of the church for a party. In my
world (which was limited at the time), | thought
that the Church Council was gathering for the
September meeting. Little did | know that Penny
had worked with various members of the
congregation to invite all the members of the
congregation to come to a surprise 50" birthday
party for me. The church parking lot had cars in
it, but then again things go on that involve many
different people. The surprise was complete as |
entered the church building.

The question I am asked is, “Were you
surprised”? The answer is “yes.” I was surprised
because | was planning on going out to supper
with the family. | was surprised as | walked into
the church and heard the hubbub of voices
coming up the stairwell. I was surprised when |
saw how many people took time to come and
wish me a happy birthday. | was surprised at the
meal that came together without any planning
on any one person’s part. And yes, if you were
there, you actually saw that | was at a lack of
words to say other than “Thank you.” So the
surprise was complete.

To all of you, | say thank you. Thank you for
caring enough to come out and wish me a happy
birthday. Thank you for working with Penny to
prepare the event that was fun to be attending.
Thank you to all who wished me a happy
birthday — in person, on Facebook, with cards
and with gifts. 1 am overwhelmed by your love
and it fills my heart with joy and love.

As | look back over the past month, things begin
to make sense. | was told that on the 1%
weekend of September, the ushers worked with
Penny to put an insert into the bulletin that

invited people to the party — without letting this
nosy pastor know what is going on. | now
understand the phone calls and the words that
were shared at home and at church. And my
heart is filled with thankfulness to each and
every one of you.

Could I thank anyone in particular? | thank the
Lord first and foremost — for it is the Lord that
brought me to St. Paul’s and gave me the
opportunity to be a part of each one of your
lives. 1 thank Penny, Rachael, Matthew,
Brandon and Shirley (Rex) for the plans and for
the way they must have worked to make it
happen. I thank the ushers, the ladies of Helping
Hands and LWML and the countless others who
were a part of the whole evening (before and
after it happened). | am just thankful.

The words of Paul come to mind, “I thank my
god in all my remembrance of you, always in
every prayer of mine for you all making my
prayer.” (Phil. 1:3-4a ESV) Again, “/I] give
thanks to God always for all of you, constantly
mentioning you in [my] prayers, remembering
before our God and Father your work of faith
and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thess. 1:2-3 ESV)
You have made my joy complete and | pray that
I will be able to return to each of you the same
love and joy that you have given to me.

A closing prayer: “Now to Him who is able to
do far more abundantly than all that we ask or
think, according to the power at work within us,
to Him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and
ever. Amen.” (Eph. 3:20-21 ESV) | have tasted
of that on the 21% in your presence. And
together, we will taste that abundance of God
again each and every week as we gather in
worship.

God’s peace to you all.



THE TROY LUTHERAN

The Newsletter of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
October, 2011

UTHERAN WORLD RELIEF - Each

year the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
collects items for Lutheran World Relief through the
middle of October. The following items are being
collected.

Sewing Kits — 3 yards of 44” or 45” cotton or
cotton-blend fabric (4 yards if 36”); no knits of
100% polyester; 1 package of needles for hand
sewing; 1 spool of matching thread; 1 card of 6 or
more 2" to 5/8” matching buttons.

School Kits — Spiral notebooks of ruled paper 8%
X 117, 150 count (no loose leaf); 1 blunt scissors; 1
pencil sharpener; a 30cm ruler; 6 new unsharpened
#2 pencils with erasers; 1 eraser 2 '2” long; 1 box of
16 or 24 crayons; 1 sturdy cloth bag 12” X 14” with
cloth handles.

alth Kits — 1 hand towel, 1 washcloth (both dark
colors recommended); 1 bath-size bar of soap (in
original wrapping); 1 adult-size toothbrush in its
original packaging; 1 5-7 0z. squeeze tube of
toothpaste with 1 year of shelf life remaining. 1
comb, wide tooth preferred; 1 metal nail file or nail
clippers with file attached; 6 band-aids preferable ¥5”
to ¥4,

Soap — New bars of any brand soap in the original
wrapping.

Lutheran World Relief - Each year the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League collects items for
Lutheran World Relief through the middle of
October. The following items are being collected.
(LWR) quilts when finished should measure 60” x
80”. Please keep in mind that the purpose of a quilt
is to provide warmth, so choose fabrics and filler
material accordingly.

Layettes — 2 shirts; 2 gowns or sleepers; 2 receiving
blankets; 4 cloth diapers; 1 sweater; 2 washcloths; 1
bath-size bar of gentle soap, (in its original
wrapping); 2 diaper pins.

Soap — New bars of any brand soap in the original
wrapping.

Clothing — Only light and medium-weight clothing;
sweaters and sweatshirts in good condition for
women, men, children and infants.

TRUNK-N-TREAT will take place on Sunday,
October 31, 2010 from 6-8 p.m. on the new parking
lot. You may decorate your trunk and provide
candy. There will be games and hot chocolate will
be available. Any questions, please call Jeanette
Gindler at 667-6852.

THANK YOU, to all the volunteers that will be
helping with St. Paul’s Fish Fry and our annual

Rummage Sale. As always thank you to all that
help in and around St. Paul’s church and school. We
would like to extend thanks to Jesse James for his
singing, our Praise Choir and to our Family Choir.

CHAPEL.: Wednesday, October 6, we will have a
teacher from Metro East Lutheran High School
leading our chapel service. Chapel begins at 8:15
a.m. and takes place in the church sanctuary. You
are invited and encouraged to attend.

BOX TOPS for education offer: watch the
advertisement adds for bonus box tops when you
buy General Mills Box Tops for Education Some of
the featured products on sale include: Betty Crocker
brownie and muffin mix, Bugle Snacks, Chex Snack
Mix, Betty Crocker specialty potatoes, Fiber One
Toaster Pastries, Betty Crocker Fruit snacks,
Pillsbury Toaster Strudels, Toaster Scrambles,
Pancakes, Pillsbury Grands biscuits, Yoplait Yogurt,
General Mills cereals, including Total and Cheerios.

FROM THE CEMETERY COMMITTEE -
thank you to all who made individual and memorial
donations for the improvements to St. Paul’s
Cemetery. Since the Cemetery is the property of our
congregation, the improvements speak well of St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church in our community. We have
numerous lots available for sale. If interested,
contact one of the Cemetery Committee members:
Dale Schnoeker Chairman (667-6368), Darwin
Meier, Vice-Chairman (667-6626), and Jimmy
Rood, Secretary (667-7859 or Bud Klaustermeier
(667-2202) Treasurer.

“IDENTITY THEFT” is a free 50 minute
educational workshop that helps you gain a better
understanding how identity theft can occur. You’ll
also learn about steps you can take to help protect
your identity and what you can do if identity theft
happens to you. The workshop will be offered at St.
Paul’s Ministry Ctr on Oct. 17, 2010 from 3 p.m. to
4 p.m. It will be presented by Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans representative Ken Kober. Refreshments
will be served. This is open to everyone; to register
call Adeline Amen (667-2549) or Leslie Jourdain
(344-4488). For more info call Ken Kober (345-
9369).



THE TROY LUTHERAN

The Newsletter of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
October, 2011

MEN’S MINISTRY: The Saturday morning
Men’s Bible study begins a new study this
month entitled: “The Bible on Trial: Beyond a
Reasonable Doubt.” This study from Lutheran
Hour Ministries is set in a courtroom and
examines the contributions of biblical analysis,
ancient historic voices, archeology and the
testimony of first-century follows of Jesus
Christ in its quest to determine the reliability
and accuracy of the Bible’s message. This study
will help us to come to understand the reliability
and the inspiration of the Scripture. There are 4
sessions (which does NOT mean we will be done
in 4 study times) that cover:1) Answering the
Bible’s critics;, 2) Hard evidence from the
ancient world; 3) Archaeology’s contribution;
and 4) Eyewitness testimony. Even if you have
not come to one of the Men’s studies before,
you can join us on the 1%/3"%/5™ Saturdays of the
month in the Old Church office under the Bell
Tower. We will gather to study and discuss on
Oct. 1, 15, 29 from 7-8 a.m.

REMINDER: Men’s Breakfast is Saturday,
Oct. 8" from 6:30-8:00 a.m. ALL men of the
congregation age 18 and over are invited and
welcomed to come in and join us for breakfast
and fellowship.

PASTOR & PENNY SCHUESSLER will be
attending the Southern Illinois District Pastor’s
Conference at Rend Lake Conference Center on
Monday/Tuesday, Oct. 3-4. If you are in need of
pastoral assistance, call the Church Office and
Kathy will get hold of Pastor for you. The topic
for this conference is “Evidences for Creation”
presented by Dr. David Menton, Answers to
Genesis, Hebron, Kentucky.

WORSHIP on Oct. 8/9™ will be lead by Rev.
James Ritter as Pastor will be at the Junior High
Retreat at Camp Wartburg.

VOTER’S MEETING: The next Quarterly
Voter’s meeting is scheduled on Sunday, Oct.
16™ after the 10:30 a.m. worship service. One
item on the agenda will be the reading of the
proposed constitution changes. The updated
constitution is available to all members of the
congregation in the narthex of the church.
Please pick up a copy and read through it before
the meeting. The agenda and reports for the
meeting will be available by Oct. 8" (if all the
Boards and committees turn in their reports on
time).

CONGREGATION POTLUCK: There is a
congregation potluck on Sunday, Oct. 16"
following the morning Voter’s meeting. All
members of the congregation are invited to
attend. Please bring a dish to pass. The Board of
Christian Day School and Early Childhood
Center is in charge of setting up for the potluck.

JUNIOR HIGH RETREAT: The SID Junior
High Retreat is Saturday, Oct. 8 — Monday, Oct.
10 at Camp Wartburg, IL. The 7/8" grade
confirmation class will be attending this retreat,
leaving Saturday afternoon and returning by
noon on Monday. Pastor and Penny will be
serving as the adult leaders for the youth.

SOUTHWESTERN ILLINOIS COLLEGE is
hosting a PTK Annual Trivia Night on Saturday,
Oct. 29" at the Granite City KC (Knights of
Columbus) Hall, 4225 Old Alton Road. Doors
open at 6 p.m. and Trivia starts at 7 p.m. Cost is
$15 per person, tables of eight. A prize will be
awarded for the best Halloween costume. There
will be 50/50 drawing and mulligans are
available. Bring your own snacks and
nonalcoholic beverages; a cash bar will be
available. For more information or to register as
an individual or table, call Patricia Pou at 618-
931-0600, ext. 7441. Proceeds support the
community service work of the Alpha Kappa
Rho chapter of Phi Theta Kappa International
Honor Society.
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CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
Wind Symphony, with Conductor Richard R.
Fischer, will present a concert on Saturday,
October 22" at 7:00 p.m.; at Mascoutah High
School Auditorium at 1313 West Main Street in
Mascoutah, IL. A free-will offering in support of
the band and the Concerned Christians Food
Pantry will be received. For more
information call 618-566-7345.

ON OCTOBER 5 AND 19 the Wednesday
Morning Bible Study will discuss the
responsibilities Christians have as stewards in
the Body of Christ and also the rest Christians
have in Him in the midst of their hurried and
hectic lives. The Bible Study meets the first and
third Wednesday morning of each month at 9:45
in the former church office.

THE METRO CENTRAL ZONE OF

THE LWML (Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League) is having a fall prayer
breakfast at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 22"
at Hope Lutheran Church in Highland. The

emphasis is “Serve the Lord with Gladness.” A
carpool will leave the church parking lot at 7:50
a.m. Please contact Grace Fincham (667-6350)
or Shirley Schnoeker (667-6368) if you plan to

attend.

LWML SUNDAY 2011 “BEING
WITH JESUS - LIVING ON THE

EDGE” will be celebrated on the weekend of
October 1 and 2. A “Make a Joyful Noise unto
the Lord” offering will be taken at all three
services. Bring your pocket and purse change so
St. Paul’s can make some noise as coins are
dropped into the white metal LWML mite
buckets. This special offering will help fund the
LWML grants for very worthwhile mission
projects at home and abroad. In the past eight
years, St. Paul’s has contributed a total of
$3561.54 through these special LWML Sunday
mite ingatherings through the years.

YOUTH NEWS:

e« October 16™ — 2-4 p.m. Youth meeting
We will be decorating pumpkins for use
in church.

e October 23" — 5-8 p.m. Hayride at Ted
Flath’s House (Bring some snacky
foods!)

e October 31% — Trunk n Treat (decorate
the trunks of your cars).

BOX TOPS for education offer: watch the
advertisement adds for bonus box tops when
you buy General Mills Box Tops for Education.
Some of the featured products on sale include:
Betty Crocker brownie and muffin mix, Bugle
Snacks, Chex Snack Mix, Betty Crocker
specialty potatoes, Fiber One Toaster Pastries,
Betty Crocker Fruit snacks, Pillsbury Toaster
Strudels, Toaster Scrambles, Pancakes,
Pillsbury Grands biscuits, Yoplait Yogurt,
General Mills cereals, including Total and
Cheerios.
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ECC /PRESCHOOL NEWS 2011 - The
first few weeks of school were great! We
currently have 40 students in the 4’s class (20 in
morning and 20 in afternoon) and 24 students in
the 3’s class. This keeps our classrooms a busy
and fun place to be.

The 3’s class read “If You Take A Mouse To
School”. The mouse even came to visit us and
left his lunch box with a special treat in it. We
even did the science experiment that the mouse
did in his book. The kids really enjoyed the
experiment and watching the “volcano” erupt.

In Bible time we learned about creation and
Adam & Eve. We are now talking about
Abraham and how his people lived in tents. We
see God’s plan at work and how he has a plan
for each of us.

The 4’s class put a photo album together the
first few weeks of school. They keep it in their
library to learn about each other. They have
been learning the letters of the alphabet and
starting their sight words.

Thanks to the congregation for all your prayers
and support. Remember that Christ is the
reason for this school — He is the unseen but
present teacher in every classroom.

We welcome Karina Fernandez to our daycare
staff; she is a co-op student from Collinsville
High School.

TRUNK-N-TREAT will take place on
Monday, October 31, 2011 from 6-8 p.m. on the
new parking lot. You may decorate your trunk
and provide candy. There will be games and hot
chocolate will be available. Any questions,
please call Penny Schuessler at 667-1112.

Couples — including you and your spouse! You
can apply by calling Tom & Kathy Von
Behren at 636-343-9453, or send an email to
them at vonbeh@sbdglobal.net. Together, we
can help strengthen and renew marriages and
families.

LUTHERAN MARRAGE ENCOUNTER -
the next St. Louis area Lutheran Marriage
Encounter weekend will be held November 11-
13, 2011 at the Holiday Inn on South Lindbergh
Blvd. Applications are being accepted only
through October 12, so a quick response is
encouraged!

FAMILY CHOIR NEWS: Many thanks to the
returning members of the Family Choir. Do you
enjoy singing in church? Have you considered
joining the choir? There is room for more to join the
Family Choir, especially to sing the bass part.
Preparation is about to start to learn this year’s
cantata — it’s a good time to join the choir —
rehearsal is Thursday at 7 pm in the church.

Kathy Brumm

To Qur St. Paul's Church Family: Thank you
so much for your prayers for Sonia during her illness
and all of the cards and heartfelt condolences upon
her death. Special thanks to Pastor Schuessler for
his support in our time of sorrow. God Bless you

all. Norb 4 Jan Schultz

70 A/l at §t. Paul’s: Words cannot fully
express our deep appreciation to all of our
family and friends who were so kind during this
difficult time. Although this is a sad time for all
of us, we will never forget what you all did for
us. Thanks for your prayers, flowers,
memorials, kind words and deeds that provided
us with comfort and peace during this time. Our
memories of Gail will live within our hearts and
will be remembered forever. Please accept our
heartfelt thanks and appreciation! May God
Bless You All! Lonnie, Sara and

Whithey Meier
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HONDURAS MISSION TRIP The end of January
a group will embark on a week-long mission trip to
Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Over the course of this trip
the group will minister to the basic medical needs of
these people living in grinding poverty. Once the
door to their hearts has been opened by these acts of
kindness, they are told of the love of Jesus Christ for
them.

Listed below are needed items to make this trip
successful. There will be a collection basket in the
back of church. Items will be collected until
December 11, 2011. This is sponsored by our
LWML.

Small tubes of toothpaste  lbuprofen
Adult-child toothbrushes  Tylenol

Skin lotion Adult & child vitamins
Used prescription glasses  Sunglasses

Baby ASA Hair decorations for
Wide tooth combs thick hair

OCTOBER IS PASTOR
APPRECIATION
MONTH!

ON SATURDAY:

October 1 at 6:00 p.m. Acolyte: Elaine Fitzgerald;
Elders: Sam ltaliano and Joe Werre; Ushers: Brion
Boeshans, Kevin Campe, Sam ltaliano and Seth
Schaefer; Greeters: Connie Chrusciel and Donna Ponce;
Organist: Jo White; Altar Guild: Sheryl Moore and
family.

ON SUNDAY:

October 2 at 8:00 a.m. Acolyte: JR Walls; Elders: Alan
Kilzer and Joe Werre; Ushers: Ted Flath, Lonnie Meier,
Dale Schnoeker and Matt Schuessler; Greeter: Penny
Schuessler; Altar _Guild: Sheryl Moore and family;
Organist: Claudia Loethen.

ON SUNDAY:

October 2 at 10:30 a.m. Acolyte: Ashley Criley;
Ushers: Philip Carder, Ted Fedder, Mark Schlemer and
Tim Wittenberg; Greeters: Sheryl Moore and Barb Wright;
Organist: Claudia Loethen; Bulletin Collator: Darleen
Fenimore & family.

ON SATURDAY:

October 8 at 6:00 p.m. Acolyte: Emily Taake; Elders:
Glenn Buske and Glenn Gindler; Greeters: Ed & Darilyn
Johnson; Ushers: Brion Boeshans, Jack Fincham, Sam
Italiano and Seth Schaefer; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg; Altar
Guild: The Kilzer Family.

ON SUNDAY:

October 9 at 8:00 a.m. Acolyte: Rachel Lange; Ushers:
Ted Flath, Matt Schuessler, Joe Werre and Karla Werre;
Greeters: Howard & Carolyn Oakley; Pianist: Tim
Wittenberg.

ON SUNDAY:

October 9 at 10:30 a.m. Acolyte: Sarah Niebruegge;
Elders: Ray Cottingham and Alan Kilzer; Ushers: Jason
Kesterson, Ken Sipes, Kyle Sipes and Tony Sipes;
Greeters: Eric & Dee Bennardin; Organist: Claudia
Loethen; Bulletin Collator: Maxine Flath; Flowers: In
Honor of Brion & Janet Boeshans Wedding Anniversary;
Altar Guild: The Kilzer Family.




THE TROY LUTHERAN

The Newsletter of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

October, 2011

ON SATURDAY:
October 15 at 6:00 p.m. Acolyte: John Jasaitis; Elders:
Sam ltaliano and Roy Massey; Ushers: Brion Boeshans,
Kevin Campe, Sam ltaliano and Seth Schaefer; Greeters:
Jack & Grace Fincham; Altar Guild: Donna Hughes and
Ted Fedder; Organist: Jo White.

ON SUNDAY:

October 16 at 8:00 a.m. Acolyte: JR Walls; Elders: Ted
Flath and Matt Tschudy; Ushers: Alan Kilzer, Dale
Schnoeker, Joe & Karla Werre; Greeter: Bonnie Levo;
Altar Guild: Donna Hughes and Ted Fedder; Organist:
Jo White.

ON SUNDAY:

October 16 at 10:30 a.m. Acolyte: Jordan Carder;
Ushers: Colin McLaughlin, Roger Taylor, Scott Taylor and
Tim Wittenberg; Greeters: Sally Koval and Mary Ann
Miller; Organist: Jo White; Bulletin Collator: Fran Hosto.

ON SATURDAY:

October 22 at 6:00 p.m. Acolyte: Abbi Meseke; Elders:
Glenn Buske and Sam ltaliano; Ushers: Brion Boeshans,
Kevin Campe, Jack Fincham and Seth Schaefer;
Greeters: Larry & Kathy Brokering; Pianist: Tim
Wittenberg; Altar_Guild: Jeanette Gindler and Jo Ann
Harris.

ON SUNDAY:

October 23 at 8:00 a.m. Acolyte: Colin Brannon;
Ushers: Mike Hampton, Alan Kilzer, Joe Werre & Karla
Werre; Greeters: Darwin & Edna Meier; Pianist: Tim
Wittenberg.

ON SUNDAY:

October 23 at 10:30 a.m. Acolyte: Jacob Niebruegge;
Elders: Roy Massey and Matt Tschudy; Ushers: Philip
Carder, Colin McLaughlin, Curtis Moore and Mark
Schlemer; Greeters: Maxine Flath and Helen Klausing;
Organist: Claudia Loethen; Bulletin Collator: Darwin
Meier; Bulletin Sponsor: By the Fincham family; Altar
Guild: Jeanette Gindler and Jo Ann Harris.

ON SATURDAY:

October 29 at 6:00 p.m. Acolyte: Sara Rhymer; Elders:
Glen Gindler and Sam ltaliano; Ushers: Brion Boeshans,
Jack Fincham, Sam lItaliano and Seth Schaefer; Greeters:
Nancy & Bud Klaustermeier; Altar Guild: Adeline Amen
and Verona Meier; Pianist: Tim Wittenberg.

ON SUNDAY:

October 30 at 8:00 a.m. Acolyte: Rachel Lange; Elders:
Alan Kilzer and Matt Tschudy; Ushers: Ted Flath, Lonnie
Meier, Dale Schnoeker and Matt Schuessler; Greeter:
Shirley Schnoeker; Organist: Jo White; Altar_Guild:
Adeline Amen and Verona Meier.

ON SUNDAY:

October 30 at 10:30 a.m. Acolyte: Ashley Criley;
Ushers: Jason Kesterson, Ken Sipes, Kyle Sipes and
Tony Sipes; Greeters: Ruth Schmitt and Jean Schultze;
Organist: Jo White; Bulletin Collator: Verona Meier.




